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VIEVV OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


Weſterne Counties for the Pacification 
of their preſent Troubles &c. 


LT hath been long the miſchievous deſigne 
Jof thoſe, who have embroyled this 
Kingdom ina Civil Warre, not only to 
maintain an Army of diſcontented and 
ſeditious perſons, for the deſtruction of 
their Soverargne; but to ingage the grea- 
teſt and moſt populous Counties in an un- 
naturall diſſention amongſt themſelves. 
In proſecution of which wicked Counſailes, as they have 
Ipared no ſubtile Artiſices, to infatuate and ſeduce the people 
to their own deſtruction , and the undoing of their wives 
and families: ſo when they find them ſenſible of thoſe affli- 
ctions which they have pulled upon themſelves, and willing 
returne into more peaceable courſes; they have not failed to 
animate them to their former furie, and interrupt all Conſul. 
tations and Agreements which might conduce unto their 
Peace, The firſt example of this king was that of Ter hire, 
che Gentry and Commonaalry of the which, having played 
too long a part inthis wotull Tragedy,had mutually agreed 
2 upon 


(2) 
upon ſuch equall termes of Pacification, as might reſtore that 
Country to its antient quiet; and this they had confirmed by 
the ſubſcription ot the hands of the moſt eminent & able men 
of either party. But this was preſently diſallowed by thoſe 
fackious ſpirits, who have too great a power inthe two Hou- 
{cs of Parliament, as being utterly deſtructive of their ends 
and hopes: and upon that diflike commanded not to be ob- 
ſerued, and ſo by conſequence annulled. How miſerable a 
Theatre of blood, death, and rapine, that wretched County 
hath been made ever ſince that time, as we ſee now not with- 
out griefe and Lamentation, fo ſhall Poſlerity, being leſſe in. 
tereſſed in the quarrels which are now on foot, peruſe the ſto- 
ry of it with a greater ſorrow.Chefhire as not farre off in ſitu. 
ation, was next unto this people in example alſo. They onthe 
ſenſe of thole calamities under which they ſuffered, by nou- 
riſhing an inteſtine warte in their own bowels, had fallen up- 
on the like atronement: and for the keeping of the ſame, 
the Principall Agents of each fide had promiſed one another 
{everally in the word of a Gentleman, and as they did deſite 
to proſper, that both themſelves, their Tenants, friends and 
{crvants would moſt ſtrictly keep it. But yet this promiſe 
made inſo ſolemne manger, and bound with ſuch an impre- 
cation to obſerve the ſame, was not found ſufficient, for the 
preventing ot all further acts of enmity and deſolation, there 
following on the neck thereof, a Declaration of the Lords and 
Commons aſſembled in Parliament, wherein was ſignified and 
declared, That the laid Pacification and agreement, was very 
prejudiciall to the whole Kingdom, derogatory to the power 
and Priviledge of Parliament; and therefore that not only the 
inhabitants thereof, but that the Gentlemen themſelves who 
were the parties to the Articles were not bound unto them; 
and finally all the inhabitants thereof, commanded and re. 
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quired to purſue their former Reſolutions, for the aſſiſtance of 
the Parliament in the Common cauſe. 

Though theſe examples might have terrified the moſt mo. 
derate men, ſuch as were moſt inc linable to their Countries 
peace, from ventring on the like conclu (ons, which they per. 
ceived would not be left unto their power to obſerve or not- 
yet warre and diſcord are ſuch troubleſome and unwelcome 
gueſts, that notwithſtanding theſe diſcouragements, the 
IWeſtern Counties have embraced the ſame Counſailes alſo, 
andentertained ſome Propoſitions, conducing to the introdu. 
Rion of a bleſſed peace. And firſt the Gentlemen and other 
intelligent perſons of the County of Dorſet, having felt ſome 
of the effects of Marre in the action of Sherborwe gand ſeeing 
bow great a flame was raiſed in Devonſhire, bordering next 
upon them, endeavoured to [preſerve themſelves from that 
combuſtion which had laid waſt ſo many of their neighbours 
houſes. And tothatend agreed amongſt. themſelves upon 
ſuch Articles, as the neceſſity of their affaires, and the ſad 

Qacles before their eyes, did invite them to: whereof 
Sir Thomas Trenchard Knight; and lohn Browne Eſquire, two 
of the Deputy Licutenants for exerciſing of the Militia, ace 
cording to the ordinance of the two Houſes of Parliament, 
were as the firſt nov ers ſo de moſt effectuall promoters too. 
And yet this Pacificatianic agreed upon, and ata time, when 
the whole County ſo diſta ted the proceedings of the two 
Houſes of Parliament, that chere was tenne againſt them for 
every one that would adventure in their cauſe, (as the ſaid 
Gentlemen did ſignify by letters to diverſe oftheir friends in 
the Lower Houſe) was not held convenient. And thercupon 
Sir William aller muſt be haſtned to the Weſtern parts, that 
by the power and reputation of his Armes the ſaid Agree. 
ment might be broken: and all that had conſented to the com- 
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mon Peace might either be compelled to advance the ure, 
or flie the Country. 

In the mean time, whileſt Maler was upon his Match, and 
the affaires of Dorſet [hire in ſo good condition, that it was 
hoped they would be able to make good their own Coneluſi. 
ons: the Bevon ſhire and the Corviſh Armies, who had ſo 
oft imbrued their hands in each others blood, though ſtill 
with loſſe of men and reputation onthe Devon. ſbire ſide, be- 

an to hearken to ſuch counſailes, as God had put into the 
arts ot ſome honeſt Gentlemen, (though otherwiſe of 
different opinions) te propoſe unto them. And it pleaſed 
him who maketh two ro be of one minde in an houſe, ſo to incline 
the hearts both of the greater and the better part of thoſe ſe- 
verall Counties, as firſt to hearken to a trace, and on the ex- 
piration of that Trace ( which was expired the ſeventh of 
this preſent March)to yeeldto a Ceſſation for twenty daies, 
thatſo the Treaty might advance with the more apparenr 
hopes of an happy iſſue, Which being mutually agreed on 
for the common good, their next care was to chooſe Commiſſts 
oxers for each de, men of integrity and honour, on whom 
they might conferre a concluding power to bind all parties, 
and unto whoſe determinations they might with ſafety and 
aſſurance ſubmitrhemſelves. This done, and the Commiſſio- 
ners aſſembled at Monnt- Edgecomb a place in Cornwall, on the 
fourth of March, to give aſſurance each to other, and to all 
the world, of their integrity, and of the reall intentions which 
they had to peace ( ſecluded from all ſiniſter aad particular 
ends) they took a ſolemne Prote ation, and afterward recci. 
ved the hleſſed Sacrament, for ratification of the ſame. The 
Froteſtation is as followeth, which I have here tranſcribed 
erbat im, that all the World may ſee, (if they be not blind,) 
with what ſyncerity and candor they purpoſe to proceed in 
ſo great a buſineſſe. 
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I. A4. B. dee ſolemnly vow and preteſt inthe preſence of Al. 
mighty:God, that I doc not only comes Commiſſioner 1070.4 
treaty, with an hearty and fervent deſire of concluding an ho- 
nourable and firme Peace beten the two Counties of Cornwall 
and Devon, but alſo will to the atmot of my power proſecute 
and really endeavour to accompliſh and efſe& the ſame, by all 
lawfull waies and means I poſcibly can, Firit by maintaining the 
Proteſtant Religion eftabliſhed by Law in the Church of Eng- 
land, The juſt rights and prerogati ve of our Soveraigne Lord 
the King, The juſt priviledges and freedome of Parliaments, 
together with the jnſt rights and the liberty of the Subject; and 
that I am without any intention ( by fomenting this unnats. 
ral Marre) togaine or hope to advantage my ſelfe with the 
reall or eftate of any perſon whatſoever, or obtaining 
any Office, Command, title of Honour, benefit or reward, either 
fromthe Kings Majeſty , or either or both houſes of Parlia- 
ment now «ſiembled. And this] takein the preſence of Al. 
mighty God, and as | ſhall anſwer theſameat his Tribunall, ace 
cording to be literall ſence and meaning of the fore-going 
wordt, wit hoat any Equivocation, Meatall Reſervation, or o. 
ther Evaſion what ſoe ver, So help me Cod. Which Prozeſtation 
being thus taken, was ſubſcribed alſoby the hands of all the 


Corpmiſfioners, being eighteen in number, for each County 
nine. 

This preperation being made, and the ſyncerity of their in- 
tentions ſo fully manifeſted, the Commifioners authorized 
for Cornwall (conſidering that they ſtood on the higher 
ground) did firſt propound their Articles to thoſe of Dewey: 
Articles of ſo even a temper, and ſo agreeable tothe Lawes 
eſtabliſhed, that thoſe of Devonſbire had been bound to ad. 
mit the ſame, if all things had {ucceeded anſwerably to their 
former expectations and endeavours. The moſt materiall of 
them were to this effect. 1. Ihat the book of Common. 


prayer, 
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ayer,the Dorint and Diſcipline of the Church of England 
— eſtabliſhed dy lawfull authority, for the true aud 
fincere worſhip of God, be duely and truely obſerved in all 
the pariſhes of both Counties, untill rhe Diſcipline be altered 
by {ich authority as it was eſtabliſhed byzand that all the in- 
fringers & depravers of the ſame either of the (Jergy or Lai- 
ty, be duely proceeded againſt according to the known Laws 
of the land. 2. That the Common and ſtature lawes of t his 
Realm of England be truly and teally put in execution againſt 
all offenders & violaters of the ſame laws in either County, ac- 
cording to the uſuall legall courſe, and as hath been anciently. 
accuſtomed. 3. That alltrade, traffique, and free Commerce be 
open in and between both Count ies, as heretofore in the moſt 
peacable and beſt times. 4. That no man in his perſon, eſtate, 
or goods, be arreſted impriſoned, detayned, outed, diſpo- 
ſleſſed, or any waies moleſted, by any power or authority, 
whatſoever, without due proceſſe of the Lawes of the Land. 
And 5. That all new erected fortifications & ſet guards with · 
in the City and County of Ex ter, and in and upon all towns. 
Caſtles, Bridges and paflages within the Counties of Devon 
and Cornwall be removed and flighted at the coſt and char- 
es of the Erectors of theſame,andthat his Majeſties Forts, 
Caſttes, and other ancient and uſuall places of command 
within both Counties, be put into the ſame hands and cuſto.. 
die as they were in before theſe unhappy differences; and aſ- 
ſurance giuen for the maintaining of the ſame without any 
addition or alteration : and that all Armes and Ammwunition, 
of alland every perſon and perſons whatſoever, be reſtored a+ 
gat e to the right owners. Tho other Articlesthere were, hut 
theſe the principall. And theſe together with the Proteſtati- 
on, the ſaid Commiſfioners defired might be publiſhed in all 
the Market- Townes and Parochiall Churches of the ſaid two 
Counties, without any alteration either inthe writing, read. 
| ing, 
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to Meh mocld, whowere the faitkfull obſaters 
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the Land, were M te And bur little oppo- 
tor the ther Cntj; if thi 

met with any; But w hileſt they were in conſultation) how to 
tranſact and ſettle their affaires, is ſuctr a way as mighrbe 
er e their mindes 
he offering of a commantratuiy of the fame pretious benefit 
to the adjoyning Countias of Soerſer and Dorſet 5 who as 
they had participated: ſomewhat inthe Calaities of the 
Warre, ſa could they not but be as ſenſible of the bieings & 
effects of their neighbours Peace; Which being taketi 

them into con ſideratiom it was agreed upon of all fides, that 
letteis ſhould be walten ta the princ ipall perſons of thoſe ſe- 
n | — ta invi — to joyne with 


cui u god. wor! ſo apparantly co their 
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being witten and ſubſcribed by the hands of twelve of the 


| Commuſſtaners, Sir Ralph Hoptos ſubſcribing in the firſt place: 


which enters were dated from 2498nt-Edercomb'on the fixct 
of 2 geracty next day ſave ; N ws 


aſſembled. So ſoone did theyagree on that weighty poynts 
that there may ſeem ta be, ſome ſuperior power, which did 


h ü induce and int line abem to it. de place appoynted 


necting, was the. aew: lonin Exerer; the day the 


Fourteenth of this Moneth, which was Tee/dsy laſt, being the 


leventh ol the Ceſſatan. Andthar they might atrend the ſer- 


vier with the gener iaſery and more aſſurance of their lives 


and perſons: * gtameu by the chieft 
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Fadters of the two Houſes of furſumast; fot evety vue of 
the Commiſſioners of the laid toure Counties, with two men 


a ptece for thgiggetinue,;'\tor\comegadivais, 'and-veriirne (1 
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ipeakout af rhe words of 
| — other places which ſuall be appoynted for the treary 
by theſad Commyſtoner1,Whichlezers of ſafe Conductdoc 
bear their date at l u, the (tvendvof March, ſubſcri- 
odd inche telt place, hy che: Earle of $ramford, after by Sir 
corgeChudleigh, Nort beste, Martyn, and others the chief 
ſlicllers in the former troubles. W 
5 One would not thi A that an. Accommodation fo juſt and 
neceſſary, tending ſo viſibly tothe eaſe and benefit of all His 
Majeſties Subjects inthoſe Copnries, ſo evidently conſerva- 
tive ol their lives and fortunes, which had before been made 
a prey to the ſharpeſt ſword, ſo tenſibly conducing to the ad 
vancement of Gods glory: and the Kings Honour, ſpould 
meet with oppoſition in that place, and amongſt rhoſe pet» 
ſons, who. hitherto have given out ¶ and certainly would 
take it ill not to be believed) that they Ayom nothing 
more , then che eſtabliſhmenr.of all theſe- on the furef 
grounds. Vet ſoit hapned,that hen this newes was brought 
to the Houlc of Comma, which was on Saturday March 
the eleventh in the afrernoon - itwas received with Feen 
heat and paſſion. „ as finding theit authority to bethere. 
e. that anlimited and arbitrary power which 


they had exerciſed before on the Subjects there, to be reſtrai- 
very much, if not quite deſtroyed. For no they far 
——— 
c uon, | up. 
= them by their itte that thoſe in whom — moſt 
confided had betraied the cauſe, and were no longer wi _ 
advancetheir ends inthe oppreſſion of their nezghboursgthar 
| | | ſubmit 
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ſubmit themſelves to no other rule, then the knowa Lawes 
of the Realme; and who could tell whether the contagion of fo 
dangerous an example might not infect the neighbouring 
Counties, andfo prevaile at laſt over all the & ingdom. Befides 
there was another circumſtance, which added much to their * 
vexation and diſquiet; which was that here they met not 
witha bare ſubſcription of mens names, as in that of Torſte- 
Hire; ot only with a promiſe made in the word of a Gentleman, 
though bound and made up with an imprecation, as in that of 
Cheſhire: but with ſubſcription of the names of the Commiſi- 
oners, the taking of a ſolemne O, and the receiving ot the 
Sacrament to confirmethe ſame. And ſuch a three-fold cord 
(in caſe the iſe mans note be of any credit) not eaſily 
broken, 
And yet well fare a gallant confidence. They were refol- 
ved upon the queſtion to Break all theſe honds, to diſſolve the 
Treaty, to reduce matters there to the ſame cenfuſion which 
they *-4 brought them to before, and makethoſe neigh» 

like the ſonnes of Cadmus, imployed upon 
#o other ſervice then to kill one another. Why ſhould not 
two whole Counties periſh, nay to ſay truth, why ſhould not 


' 2 Whole Kingdom be expoſed unto ſpoyle and ruine, rather 


then ſome ſuſßedsed Malefactors be brought to yeeld them. 

ſelves to a Legal tryall? Were not the Tribunes of the People 

in the State of Rome, held to be inviolable; exempt for what. 

ſoever they committed, from all Law and puniſhment? Ra- 

ther then to give up the power, with ſo much art and induſtty 
acquired, let us adventure onceon a poynt of Peper, and di. 
Hence with them for their Othes which beiog taken by them 
without out conſent, have no power to bind them. This laſt 
inſiſted on ſo cordially, by ſome that doe pretend moſt ha- 
tred to Pepiſb ertours, (as is advertiſed from London by let- 
ters of the 11. of March) that at the laſt it was concluded to 
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diſpate h Prideaux and N ola two of their Members in 
to Bæerer, to ſignity their miſlike of the whole bulineſle to 
the ſeverall Counties, and hy all means to break in pieces th 

n . — milchictes:wou 
ö nd uanto them. it is t notwithſtanding 
their ——— to tubvert this Traaty, and the Gentlemen 
and others of thoſe Counties whom it moſt conceroes, will 
not ſo eaſily bealtered trom their reſolasioni: beginning at the 
laſt though long firſtyto teaſſume the ule of their own ſea. 
ſis ʒtottuſt no farthervo the inſnaring arte of others, then 
they (ce canſe for: to findin what 25omforteb/e ſtate they li- 
ved, whenthey could feele napower above them, but the 
mild Scepter of a mercitull and gratious King; and finally to 
perceive what irremediable calamities the Torł. ſpire and the 
O beſbire men have dran upon themſelves and their ſeverall 
Conmtries, by breaking thoſe Agreements, onthe like temp. 
tation, which * ſo faithſully — to fer their 
common good. However we map ice. even by theſe endea · 
vours, het hopes ofexlegmharnchatioata-y-. INT © 
ed from che hands of thoſe crucll Chir, vi 
are ſotarte from binding up the wounds of this bleeding bo- 
dy, that they enlarge the Oriſice and increaſe the number, 
and take delight in tortuting the poote Puriewt , who they 
have in (we: how little ſente there is in the m of our deadly 
miſcrics, who firripg ſafeh in the Senate, wrapt in warme 
en, and guarded by full tropes of theit own Auxiliaries 
not the gtoanes of ſtungihterad men, not the cties ol qr 
den nor ths lameveation of he Fiddover, not beg 
Hoyle and devaſtation, which they have made of late in thi 
flouriſhing King dome, under prerence of reQifying ſome. few 
flips and errors in the former Governmewt, Ftom which un- 
metcitull kind of men, no leflethen from the Plag uc. and ge- 
Silence, Good Lord deliver . 2. 
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